
“THE THREE COMPONENTS OF A FOUNDING CHARISM” 
PRESENTED BY DENISE TESSIER, RCJC 

 
MISERICORDIA INTERNATIONAL FAMILY  

     ANNUAL GATHERING - OCTOBER 2016 
 

 
The Misericordia Sisters are leaving their founding charism to the 
International Misericordia Family. By saying yes to the spiritual legacy of 
a religious congregation we say yes to their spiritual and missionary 
history in the Church and in society. The Misericordia Sisters received a 
very particular charism from Bishop Bourget which was to clothe oneself 
with the heartfelt mercy of God in view of a specific mission. For over 
170 years, more than 830 women, chose to walk in the footsteps of 
Rosalie in religious life and to be at the service of a mission of mercy by 
living the spiritual and corporal works of Mercy. It is thanks to our 
predecessors that we have the privilege to have come together to 
continue this mission that has proven itself time and time again. 
 
 
How did the three fundamental elements of the charism of the 
Institute come together?  
 
The spirituality of Rosalie was a solid rock of fecundity that goes beyond 
anything we can humanly imagine; welcomed by a community of women 
who would accept to consecrate their life in a religious vocation to give 
birth to, live and transmit a special mission, namely, to save the 
mothers who were profoundly wounded, vilified and rejected because of 
their pregnancy and maternity. These are the three keys of the founding 
charism. 
 
It is important that we remember that Rosalie was a spiritual guide 
recognized by the Catholic Church, entrusted with a particular mission 
that required unwavering faith, steadfast hope and unconditional love on 
her part, as she accompanied the mothers in their time of hardship.  
 
 
How can we journey with the spirituality of Rosalie, one of the keys of 
the charism? 
 
Rosalie looked with Mercy upon every person. How did she accomplish 
this? She did so by making herself available to God and by allowing 
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herself to be totally imbued with his love. One must have experienced 
God’s Mercy to be able to live it and put it into practice. Time and time 
again she experienced the power of God at work in herself and in others. 
It was her deep relationship with God that strengthened her and made it 
possible for her to maintain her unwavering faith and firm hope for the 
respect of Life and human dignity.  
 
Every religious congregation has a particular charism that manifests a 
trait of the face of God in a specific apostolic ministry. The Misericordia 
Sisters received the mission to “clothe themselves with the heartfelt 
Mercy of God” in order to serve and respond to the immense needs. The 
Mercy of God as described in the Bible and as lived by the founding 
charism of the Misericordia Sisters reveals God’s manner of being and 
doing in its most feminine and masculine forms.  
 

1) The feminine form of Mercy is understood as the instinctive 
maternal love, whereby the mother is moved by the fragile nature 
of her child, where she takes him/her into her embrace to 
supplement for all that is lacking in order for the child to be able 
to live and develop.  

2) The masculine form of Mercy is seen as the steadfast fidelity of the 
Father who unceasingly sustains, forgives and leads his children 
back to the right path.  

 
Every act of Mercy lived by Rosalie was marked by her desire to love and 
to “save” the person in her human as well as spiritual suffering.  
 
Throughout the history of the Misericordia Sisters the spirituality of the 
founding charism was expressed by a maternal welcome that took the 
form of caring for, understanding, consoling, guiding, bringing to 
growth and maturity, celebrating and praying for the mothers wounded 
in their maternity, her child and those close to her. To clothe oneself 
with the heartfelt Mercy of God has become an experience of love and 
truth, where our trust and hope in God and in the value of the mother 
are at the heart of our actions.  
 
The spirituality of the charism therefore is maternal and marked with the 
specific family fragrance ‒ of unconditional openness to love at the 
image of the merciful God, in both its feminine and masculine 
dimensions. In all of the groups that adhere to the International 
Misericordia Family we find a Family spirit that distinguishes us and 
differentiates us from other organizations.   
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A Mission imbued with the spirituality of Mercy – 2nd key to the 
charism. 
 
Rosalie would have the zeal required to welcome and to walk with the 
mothers through their pregnancy. As God’s instrument in this mission, 
she was called to give unconditional love and to be the Face of our 
Merciful God for these mothers in distress. Rosalie did everything in her 
power to help these women who had lost their sense of dignity and were 
wounded in their maternity, by being a source of spiritual, human and 
motherly support. She was convinced that only God’s Merciful love had 
the power to heal them and restore their dignity. The Sisters lived the 
mission of the charism of the Institute from generation to generation by 
accepting: 
 
To be clothed with the heartfelt Mercy of God, to walk with the 
mother living a stressful situation, to walk with her humanly and 
spiritually, love her unconditionally in her pregnancy and/or 
maternity, love her child and those close to her, so that she could be 
strengthened, develop and grow as a woman and mother. Whatever 
the mother received during her time with us, where she could feel at 
home, she would be able to transmit to her child, by creating a 
loving and secure family environment conducive to helping the child 
grow in self-trust and become an accomplished adult.  
 
We could say that in this mission, our sisters were first-class guides who 
loved and helped their protégées by providing them with a stable family 
milieu. They worked with them to strengthen them in their role as 
mothers, helped them to come to terms with the truth, to rediscover 
their courage, along with the joy and fulfilment that comes with 
motherhood.  
 
The mission lived in the manner of Rosalie therefore, is one that is 
imbued with a specific family fragrance ‒ where the woman is educated 
into her role as mother and as heart of the family. It is based on a 
spirituality of “caring” for the maternal woundedness of these women 
left to fend for themselves, abandoned and without hope. In their 
relationship as guides the Sisters challenge us by revealing to us that 
they were never alone in this helping relationship, God was always with 
them working through them and in the other person to open the slightest 
crack that would then become source of Life.  
 
 



4 
 

The third dimension of the charism, “gathering of people” 
 
For Rosalie’s personal charism to be extended and shared it had to be 
carried by a group. What kind of life, what project would make it 
possible to assume a spirituality for so crucial a mission? Women desirous 
to follow Christ answered the call, they gave themselves completely by 
entering religious life. This religious community took the name that best 
expressed and identified their faith, their spirituality and their mission: 
The Misericordia Sisters. This is the third component of the charism.  
 
In order to keep alive and faithfully serve the founding charism left to us 
by the Misericordia Sisters, the members engaged in the MIF, after the 
Community of Sisters has reached completion, will have to respond in 
faith to the specific call that requires we take complete responsibility for 
the charism inherited from the Sisters. The founding charism will live on 
through the committed lay persons that compose the International 
Misericordia Family. These members will have the responsibility to 
accept to form the next generation to the founding charism based on the 
three fundamental and inseparable pillars (The Spirituality, the Mission 
and the MIF). They will commit themselves to ensure the perpetuation of 
this sacred work so that other generations might benefit from the 
spiritual and human experience of Mercy that has contributed so much to 
so many families. By saying “yes” to this legacy we accept to become the 
guardians of the charism in our milieu. This charism cannot be dealt with 
in just any haphazard manner due to the lack of direction and 
understanding on the part of those in charge. You will be asked to watch 
over and protect this charism, to ensure that we do not change its 
identity and its vocation, be it in the mission, the spiritual dimension or 
the sense of belonging.  The survival of this spiritual treasure depends 
on it.  
 


